2O2        REMINISCENCES OF WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.
confusion. Before Caldwell could change front the enemy followed hard after the fugitives, and getting in upon his rear and right, compelled him to fall back hastily or see his command captured. Some confusion, of course, attended this sudden retreat, but the command was re-formed behind a stone wall near the Taneytown road, where it remained until relieved by part of the Twelfth Corps. On returning to his Corps, Caldwell was obliged to take up a position somewhat to the left, to cover the ground abandoned by Sickles, and the interval between his right and Gibbon's division was filled by other troops (First Corps) sent up to reinforce the line. It thus happened that Caldwell's division was separated, and took no active part in the attack of the 3d. Had the division resumed its proper place, the attack of the 3d would have been met entirely by the Second Corps, and its measure of glory would have been still greater, if possible.
Shortly after the division retired from Sykes's front, General Sykes informed General Hancock that it had not behaved well. He doubtless spoke in ignorance of the fact that its flank was turned, as afterwards happened to Ayres, but he did great injustice to Caldwell and to the troops. This was the division which, organized under Sumner, had attested its valor under Richardson at Antie-g ins of officers and   and  the  little  Irishman   on   his  white
